
JANUARY 2006 55

I regret to say that I am not one of the thousands of
marvelously-talented, meticulous, fine-scale craftsmen
artists who unfailingly win large prizes for their breath-
taking miniature model airplane creations. Taking six
months or a year to complete one project is my idea of
hobby hell, purely because my attention span nosedives
rapidly after 10 days. OK, so I am well into my second
childhood (pushing third) and I often get the feeling that,
if I don’t shift gears on the model in hand, I may not be
around by the end of the week to finish it!

This sobering thought fuels a certain cavalier
approach to modeling and I have cultivated a tendency to
work fast and take chances, whilst rarely building plas-
tic kits straight from the box. Even so, details are well-
researched, parts are often replaced or remade and decals
are routinely changed. Not to mention messing with the
coloring. Most kits, I find, need a modicum of TLC to
make them look good and different.

Retiring some 17 years ago, I set out to use my hobby
time to construct the hundreds of US Army and Navy

aircraft seen in black and white photos in my youth. But
my mission was to make them live again in all their
striking colors and squadron markings and it took almost
60 years to obtain all the information I needed. What
would I have done without Pete Bowers or Bill Larkins?

Anyway, to date only about a couple of hundred 1/72
scale models have been constructed because I tend to
favor airplanes that can’t be found in kit form. It all takes
a little more trouble and I am regularly in touch with the
Almighty to ask for a bit more time.

My particular pleasure is to take an existing kit and
modify it into a completely different aircraft. An
instance is the strange Sikorsky XOSS-2 shipboard
amphibian scout of 1933, where the fuselage comes
from an Airfix J4F Widgeon which, with a modicum of
remedial surgery, is mated to O-43 vacuform wings.
Result—70% of the airframe. Add the kit undercarriage,
a sheet styrene tailplane, a cowl, some struts and you are
almost there. Oh yes, the canopy is cut and bent from
clear sheet (now you know what food packaging is for).
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There’s an Airfix Grumman J4F Widgeon fuselage, floats and undercarriage in this Sikorsky XOSS-2.Wings are
courtesy of a RAREplane O-43 vacuform. Just add tail, motor and lots of struts.



The leggy Bellanca XSE-2 was also an amalgam of
two kits, an Airfix Lysander and a Matchbox UC-64
Norseman—plus the invaluable plan and photo cover-
age in Skyways Nos. 45 & 50 (take a bow, Dave). If that
looks a tricky number, try a simple hatchet job on a Fine
Molds Kabaya Model 1. This was a Japanese built-
under-license Kellett KD-1 autogiro with an inline
engine, which can be easily sawn off and replaced by a
7-cylinder radial from the spares box. So now you have
got yourself a cute little YG-1A Army spotter which
can be decorated in regulation blue and yellow, or silver.

As another example, I think it perfectly feasible
to take an Airfix J2F Duck and convert it into the
weird Great Lakes XSG-1 biplane amphibian
(Skyways No. 65) because the main characteristics
are so very similar. In fact, I think the XSG-1 was
a Friday night reject from the Grumman plant!
Also surprising is the great similarity of design
between the beautiful Lockheed Vega and the aggressive
Brewster XSBA-1 dive bomber (Skyways No. 41)—
if you don’t believe me, check it out and buy another
MPM kit.

56 JANUARY 2006

An MPM Lockheed Vega was
effectively transformed into a
Brewster XSBA-1 dive bomber.
Canopy is heat formed from
clear sheet.

A Bellanca XSE-2 ‘Lysander’?
Airfix ‘Lizzie’ formed the fuselage
with wings taken from a
Matchbox Norseman.

Kellett YG-1A in 3rd Observation
Sqdn service, 1935. Simple
conversion of Fine Molds Kayaba
autogiro kit with inline motor
replaced by a radial.
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And I could recommend taking the old Frog Southern
Cross and trim it into the single-radial Universal, used by
the Army as the Y1C-15 ambulance in the very smart
scheme of all-white with red crosses.

Without much thought, other projects might include a
natty little North American P-64 fighter which uses up
any old AT-6 kit with hairs on. I want to take the
Hasegawa SOC Seagull to help make a Curtiss XF13C-1

fighter and then cut up a Sword SO3C Seamew to form
an Edo XOSE-1 (sacrilege, maybe). But can I tempt you
to retro a B-25D back into the original NA-40A proto-
type? It can be done, ’cause I did it. I also magic’d a
Curtiss XBT2C-1 torpedo plane out of a Revell SB2C
Helldiver, but that is advanced stuff and you should start
with something quite simple like the P-40C with a
couple of hefty Packard Merlins on the wing.

An old Grumman F4F was cut
about for the fuselage of the
Curtiss XF13C-1 plus wings
from a Hasegawa SOC-1.

Elegant Fokker Y1C-15 Army
ambulance constructed from
Frog Southern Cross parts.

Surprisingly, this Consolidated
XBY-1 is not another Vega
conversion because it is a
much larger plane. All balsa
was used on this occasion.



I hope that by now you will have got my drift, that
you need not be constrained by what it says on the
box—open up your mind and eyes and a whole new
view of modeling can be yours. Oh yes, and one vital
ingredient in all this is a tube of easy-sand epoxy auto-
body filler, or similar. I use it constantly in modification
work and, even if the sanding makes me sneeze my head
off, I think it’s the next best thing to gold dust.

Coming down from the high realms of conjecture, it’s
time to hit the buffers. With so many models around,
what on earth does one do with them in an average apart-
ment? My particular solution has been to store them in

dust-proof boxes although, before incarceration, each
model has a record photo taken so that the image is read-
ily available to jog the memory. Alas, the boxes pile up
alarmingly and friends enquire tactfully as to what is to
become of the contents when one is called to the
Departure Lounge? The best I have come up with so far
is that they should line ’em up on the tarmac outside
on one fine day, have a drink on me, and roll a car over
the lot!

After all, I will have had my fun and interest out
of them and that, I suppose, is exactly the point of
any hobby.  ■
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Easy conversion of an Airfix J2F
Duck into earlier JF version. Body
filler recontours rear fuselage and
a longer cowling added.

Curtiss Y10-40B of 22nd
Observation Sqdn. Mostly struts
with upper wing and tailplanes
from a Hasegawa SOC-1 mated
to a balsa wood fuselage.

Lockheed Y1C-24 Altair used by
Ira Eaker. MPM Vega kit
components will do this or the
Douglas Ingalls Lockheed 
XRO-1 speedster.


